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COLLEGE OF LAW AND MANAGEMENT STUDIES

School of Commerce 


Masters/Doctoral Degree Research Proposal: Writing and presenting a research proposal
(PhD and Full Research Masters Students)


1. Writing the proposal document
Please prepare your research proposal according to the guidelines in each section. The structure of your dissertation need not follow the exact layout specified below, but the proposal document should contain the information pertinent to each section.  A summary of the proposal up to 5 pages for a master's and 10 Pages for a PhD is acceptable. However, students with fully developed proposals (20-25 pages) have a greater chance of progressing faster once admitted. 

1.1 Title
· May not be longer than 15 words.
· Must succinctly define the problem to be investigated.
· Should be as concrete and specific as possible.  For example, include the location or the time period of the study, if relevant.
	
1.2 Background and outline of the research problem
· Briefly introduce the study by providing some background information and describe the context in which it takes place.
· State and explain the purpose of the research by outlining the overall objective/specific aim of the study.  This must be linked clearly to the title.
· The research objective/aim typically outlines WHAT is going to be studied, and WHY.

1.3 Research questions
· Break down the overall objective/aim of the study into three or four specific questions to be answered.
· The questions should display, in a logical order, all the sub-parts of the research topic.
· The questions should be answerable using the research methodology and data that are to be employed (see section 1.5).

1.4 Literature review
· Review the key items of existing literature in this research area.
· Include studies that focus on the theory/model/conceptual framework as well as any existing empirical/analytical studies.
· Identify the limitations of existing research in this research area.
· Identify how the proposed study adds to existing knowledge.

1.5 Research methodology and data
· Outline the research approach and methods as clearly as possible.
· Describe the procedures that will be used to collect data, or identify the sources of existing data.
· Identify the techniques you will use for analysing the data.  Be as specific as possible.  Instead of simply stating that the data will be analysed using tables or regressions, specify what types of information will be summarised in tables or what types of regression models will be applied.
· Explain why these techniques are appropriate for your research question.
· Discuss the reliability and validity of the data and the analysis methods used.  For example, to what extent will the results be generalisable? 

1.6 Structure of thesis
· List the expected chapters in order.
· In each case, write a few sentences briefly describing what will be covered in that chapter.  Don’t provide too much detail.

1.7  Research timeline
· Construct a timetable or schedule for the major research activities required to complete various stages, together with time estimates for each.
· Be realistic: make allowances for the fact that there may be delays or setbacks.
· Allow sufficient time along the way for your supervisor to read and comment on your work.

1.8  References
· Supply a list of references that have been used in preparation of the proposal.
· This list should demonstrate that you are familiar with the key pieces of existing literature that are relevant to your research project.
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